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Citizens of heaven (ii) 

1. Going separate ways 
 
Many years ago, in a city far away, a group of Christian University students had reached an 
impasse. 
The point of theological contention, had flamed into a burning, divisive schism. 
So they decided to seek the wise council of an international preacher that was coming to town.  
They thought that this world-travelled theologian, this wise godly man would settle their dispute. 
So they gathered together, 
 One camp of the theological divide on one side, and one camp on the other, 
 And the wise, bible teacher in the middle. 
 
What was the dispute? What was causing the division? 
 
The question was – Are Christians permitted to cross against the lights at a pedestrian crossing? 
That’s right – do Christians have to obey the green walk sign at all times, or can we break the law? 
 
So one camp, thought they had the biblical high ground,  

Romans 13:1 – “Be subject to all authorities”  hence obey the lights at all times. 
The other camp, thought they had the biblical high ground too, 
1Peter 2:20 – “But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval.” 
 So there may be a time when you need to break the law,  
 There may be a time when you need to cross against the lights to save someone’s life! 
 Of course, if you get fined for it, then you do so gladly, suffering for Christ. 
 
And so it all came down to the preacher, but not what he would say, but what he would do. 
The two groups had gathered with the international speaker as he was going to cross the road. 
Unbeknownst to him, the test of righteousness would happen at the crossing. 
 
So what did the international bible teacher do?  
Did he cross with the lights? Or did he cross against the lights? 
 
Well, the only thing on his mind was getting to the event on time. 
He was speaking at a special lunch time event, and he was focussed on the hundreds of students.  
Without a second thought, he crossed against the lights. 
 Causing great dismay for one group, and great rejoicing for the other. 
 
The point to the story is this. 
Sometimes Christians divide over minor matters, rather than unite on fundamental foundations. 
Crossing the road is a minor matter,  
Whereas, hundreds of University students being taught about Jesus is fundamentally important. 
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2. More than just ‘a fool’ (vv. 21-24) 

 
And so, when we come to this next section in the the sermon on the mount. 
 Jesus issues a warning about division over minor matters. 
 Jesus makes some very strong statements about living in the kingdom and being divided. 
<< read vv. 21-22 >> 
 
Now, our immediate reaction can be – “ok, well, I’ll be careful not to use the world “fool”. 
Swearlist 
However, there is a disconnect between us and the text – this is a major issue for Jesus, but seems 
minor to us. 
So it made me think – why is Jesus making such a big point? 
Obviously the problem is that I’m missing something, not that Jesus is off his rocker. 
And whenever I’m not getting something, it makes me go back to the text, and back to the context. 

 
a. The first layer of the first pillar (in the Sermon on the Mount) 

 
The context here – the sermon on the mount, Jesus has just given us the pre-amble – salt & light. 
 Jesus is now starting his major argument, and this is the first argument he puts forward. 
 And this is the first time he uses the formula – “You have heard that it was said,”  

“But I say to you” 
 So whether Jesus is starting with an easy case first, to help his audience to get it, 
 Or whether Jesus is putting forward the most important point first, in either case, 
  It is important that we understand it. 
 

b. O.T background: Cain vs. Abel (Gen 4:1-16) & The Wise vs. The Foolish 
 
And so, the Old Testament drips with meaning of the word ‘fool’  
 Psalm 14:1 – “The fool says in his heart, there is no God.” 
 And the wisdom literature is filled with comparisons between the foolish and the wise. 
Now, the Hebrew word for ‘Fool’ is נָָבל (naval) and the Proper noun closest to it is Nabal. 
And Nabal, the man, in 1Samuel 25 epitomises “foolishness” << recount story >> 
So when Jesus uses ‘fool’, in the background lurks Nabal. 
 
But Jesus gives us specific clues to what he means by ‘fool’  
And I think there are three clues all relating to ‘anger’ that help us to locate the O.T background. 
1) An anger that comes from the heart,  
2) An anger that manifests itself breaking the 10 commandments, namley murder. 
3) An anger that so deep, and so strong that it should prevent an offering to God. 
 
In the story of Cain and Abel, we find these exact elements. 
1) Genesis 4:1-5 – the setting is the two offerings brought before God. 
2) Genesis 4:5 – literally reads “Cain burned greatly, and his front fell. 
3) Genesis 4:8 – Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him.  
 
And so, Jesus lines up Cain & Abel, the commandment not to kill, and transforms them. 
More Jesus reverses the anger that burned in Cain towards his brother, that results in death. 
The citizen of the kingdom makes reconciliation, seeks forgiveness, restores relationships. 
This kind of anger can so easily burn in us, but this not the way of the kingdom of heaven. 
 

c. Leaving your sacrifice (vv. 23-24) 
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In fact, Jesus gives negative warning, and positive instruction for way of the kingdom of heaven. 
Jesus shows the positive steps the citizen of heaven will take in vv. 23-24. << read vv. 23-24>> 
 
This directive by Jesus is preposterous! 
There is no more important relationship for a Jewish person than their relationship with Yahweh. 
To leave an offering at the altar, to sort out a relationship with a neighbour – unthinkable. 
And yet that is exactly the standard for the citizen of heaven. 
 

d. Breaking relationship 
 
For Jesus, the ruptured horizontal relationship is so important 
 That even the vertical relationship with God is put on hold in order for restoration to occur. 
 
For Jesus – the relationship between the citizens of heaven is just as important as with God. 
 
And so, for us 21st century Christians, it can be all too easy to just walk away 
It can be all too easy to put up the protective shields, and shut out others. 
Jesus warns us – don’t do it.  
Relationships within the kingdom are just as important as your relationship with the king. 
 

3. Fast reconciliation (vv. 25-26) 
 
Then Jesus shifts his attention from the courtroom of God, to the human law courts. vv. 25-26. 
<< read vv. 25-26 >> 

 
� The Unexpected out of court settlement 

 
Jesus advice is to settle out of court. 
In the law courts of the time, it was far better to settle of court, 
 Than to be thrown in debtors prison, where family members would have pay your way out. 

 So Jesus instructs us to settle out of court…. 
 

But on a deeper level, Jesus himself will follow this advice to settle out of court. 
For Jesus takes the unusual action of settling out of court with God himself. 
That is, Jesus has left the courtroom of God in heaven, 
 Jesus has come down to earth, 
 Jesus has come to reconcile humanity to God, 
 And Jesus himself will pay the price for that reconciliation. 
 For there can be no greater out-of-court settlement 
  Than the death of Jesus as he hangs on the cross, 
   Shedding his own blood to reconcile us to God. 
 He wasn’t even the offending party. 
 
4. Gospel Unity & Ungodly division 

 
And so, as citizens of heaven, liberated from our bondage to sin, by that death, 
 How do we live out this radical teaching on relationships? 
 How do we align our horizontal and vertical dimensions? 
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First, we must heed Jesus warning about breaking relationships. 
 Especially that internal anger that leads to external destruction. 
 Jesus warns us to watch out for that deeply embedded anger that causes carnage. 
 And particularly carnage, in the form of ungodly divisions with God’s people. 
 We can all too easily circle the wagons, form our protective posse, 
  And we create barriers of hostility between each other. 
 
But second, we have the joy, the privilege, and the honour of being relationship restorers. 
 
That is, the anger of Cain has been reversed by the self-humiliation of Jesus. 
Therefore as citizens of the kingdom, we humble ourselves to restore relationship with others. 
 
Let us pray, that God indeed would enable us to do this. 

_________________________ 


